
Mitrovica Winter University 2013
Information Guide for Participants

Dear student,

Thank you for your interest in the Mitrovica Winter University 2013 (MWU13)!

From January 21st until February 1st, 2013, the Student Parliament of the University of Pristina, temporary settled in Kosovska Kosovska Mitrovica in cooperation with partners will organise the Mitrovica Winter University 2013 (MWU 13). MWU13 will bring together regional & international professors and students for a period of 2 weeks and will provide 6 intensive courses in the field of political, social, medicine, environment, economic sciences, arts and information technologies. The Mitrovica Winter University aims to introduce youth in Kosovska Mitrovica (primarily students) to recent developments in the field of Higher Education, Bologna Implementation, Student Mobility and European Integrations. 

Participating in the MWU 13 will offer you a unique opportunity to expand your academic knowledge and skills in different fields of study, while benefiting from the latest teaching methodology and enjoying an international atmosphere. Each course is taught by an international visiting professor together with a local professor. Additionally, a teaching assistant will lead workshops, homework classing, documentary screenings and/or field trips in the afternoons. 

Please read the information below carefully. It contains practical information about the programme that will help you to prepare for your (possible) participation. All international students: please read the separate section on “Local Conditions” to prepare for your participation. 

Should you require more information after reading this information pack, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours sincerely,

The MWU Team 

	For more information, please contact:

Phone: 00381 (0) 64 4521397
E-mail address: mzu13@pr.ac.rs 
Web site: www.mzu.pr.ac.rs  

Dzona Kenedija Street, Student Dormitory IV, first floor, premises of the Student Parliament
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1. MWU 13 – Fact Sheet
	Period 
	January 21st until February 1st, 2013

	Location
	Kosovska Mitrovica (premises to be determined).

	Project Aim
	Introducing youth in Kosovska Mitrovica (primarily students) to recent developments in the field of European Integration and Higher Education & integrating students and professors in regional and international academic and student networks.

	Approach
	Demand-driven

	Curriculum
	Courses in the fields of political, social, medicine, environment, economic sciences, arts and information technologies.

	Number of courses
	6

	Language
	English, with for some courses translation into Serbian provided.

	Intensity
	10 teaching days, per day: 2-4 hours of lectures, 2-4 hours of workshops and 2-4 hours of homework.

	Credits
	2.5/4 ECTS

	Diploma
	Official ECTS rated Mitrovica Winter University Certificate.

	Exam
	Yes, compulsory. Type of exam to be determined before the start of the course by professors

	Participants
	· App. 90 participants studying at LOCAL STUDENTS.
· App. 35 scholarship students from SEE countries.
· App. 25 self-financing EU/international students.

	Professors
	6 visiting professors (PhD) co-teach together with 6 local professors / co-professors with 6 assistants’ support.

	Methods
	Interactive, contemporary teaching methods. Team-teaching between the (international) visiting professor and the (local) co-professor.

	Extra-curricular activities 
	· 2 public debates 

· 2 excursions 

· Parties 

· Opening & closing ceremonies

· Other festivities 


2. Application & Selection Procedure
2.1. Application 

· You can apply online via www.mzu.pr.ac.rs (go to link ‘Apply to MWU 2013’). 
On the website, an automated registration system is operational. We strongly encourage all students to apply online. Although online applications are encouraged, students from Kosovska Mitrovica can also apply by submitting their application (paper version) to be found at the Students Parliament office.

· When applying, you will be asked to fill out a detailed registration form providing us with your personal contact information, details on your academic background, as well as which courses you would like to apply for. You can select up to three courses, indicating your order of preference. However, you will be accepted for only one course. 

· You will be informed via email about the status of your application. You will receive a personal ID and password, which enables you to view your application status at any time via Internet and update your profile, if necessary, until the application deadline. 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDENT APPLICATION DEADLINE:

1ST DECEMBER 2012.
2.2. Selection criteria

The following selection criteria apply to local students:

1. Enrolment: To participate in MWU, you have to currently be studying locally; 

2. Course relevance: Students are only admitted to a course that is relevant to their studies at their home university, i.e. a course that fits into their study field;

3. English language proficiency: English is the teaching language at the MWU. All applicants who fulfil the selection criteria must pass an English test. The test will be organised after the application procedure in order to have a fair selection for participation in the MWU. The testing will be conducted on 3rd of December 2012. 

4. Grades: Students will have to indicate their grades on the application form.

The following selection criteria apply to all other students:

1. Course relevance: Students are only admitted to a course that is relevant to their studies at their home university, i.e. a course that fits into their study path;

2. English language proficiency: When applying, you will be asked to give an indication of your level of understanding of the English language. Please answer this question honestly. Note that the teaching language at the MWU will be English only (only for some courses translation into Serbian will be provided).

3. Motivation letter: Students should write a motivation letter to be attached to the application form. 

2.3. Notification

Local students: The outcome of the selection will be available on latest 10th of December 2012. The results will be sent to all applicants by e-mail.

Students from outside: After the application deadline has passed, you will be able to review the status of your application on the website using your personal login and password which are sent by e-mail after your application. The selection results will be sent to all applicants by e-mail latest on 10th of December 2012.  

Three types of outcomes are possible: 

1) You are not selected 

The MWU staff will notify you by email and ask you if we are allowed to keep your personal data in case of future suitable opportunity. All rejected students have the right to request access to their selection report to see the reason of their rejection. We guarantee the utmost transparency in the process. 

2) You are selected 

Local students: You will be notified by email and informed for which course you have been selected (please note that you can only be selected for one course). You will receive your student contract via email and will have to sign and fax it to us within one week after reception. If you do not have Internet access, we invite you to go to the Students Parliament office in Kosovska Mitrovica to sign directly your contract.

Students from outside: You will be notified by email and informed for which course you have been selected (please note that you can only be selected for one course). You will receive your participant contract by email, which you have to sign and fax/e-mail back to us within one week after reception. 

3) Waiting List 

From our experience a certain number of selected participants might decide not to participate. We will keep a waiting list to immediately fulfil any arising gap. This applies to courses and scholarships. As soon as all participations and scholarships have been confirmed, remaining students on the waiting list will be informed that they have not been selected. 

Starting one week after the application deadline, you can check your status on the website. If you have been selected after all, you will have one week to confirm your participation by signing and faxing back the participant contract (procedure as explained above under point 2 “You are selected”). If you do not respond within one week, you are automatically rejected and another student from the waiting list will be awarded.

2.4 Table of deadlines / important dates:

	Deadline for application for INTERNATIONAL/SEE students
	1.12.2012.

	Deadline for application for LOCAL students
	1.12.2012.

	Selection results available for students from outside
	10.12.2012.

	English and General knowledge tests for local applicants
	3.12.2012.

	Selection results available for local students
	12.12.2012.

	Deadline for confirmation of participation for INTERNATIONAL/SEE students
	15.12.2012.

	Deadline for confirmation of participation for local students
	17.12.2012.

	Arrival in Kosovska Mitrovica
	18.01.2013. 

	Start of pre-MWU training
	19.01.2013.

	Start of courses & Opening Ceremony
	21.01.2013.

	End of courses & Closing Ceremony
	1.02.2013.

	Departure from Kosovska Mitrovica
	2.02.2013.


3. Scholarships

Two categories of scholarships are available at the MWU:

3.1. Scholarships for participants, who study in Kosovska Mitrovica, but live outside Kosovska Mitrovica:

· You can apply for a scholarship that covers your accommodation and food during MWU. The arranged accommodation will be sufficient and clean, yet modest and simple. You can indicate whether you apply for accommodation in your application form. Please note that only a limited number of students can be accommodated during MWU. 

· In addition, participants studying locally who live outside Kosovska Mitrovica will receive a one-time travel stipend covering the cost of return bus ticket from and to their home.

· Travel stipends are paid at the end of your course. Your travel expenses will be reimbursed if you meet the following requirements:

· You can prove that the trip was made (receipts of your travels), and:

· You have attended at least 80% of your classes.

3.2. Scholarship for students from SEE countries:
· 35 students who study in SEE countries will be awarded a travel stipend as shown in the table below. They will be accommodated free of charge and they will either receive full board or an allowance.

· Please be aware that scholarship students must attend at least 80% of their classes. If you fail to meet this requirement, your scholarship will be discontinued and your accommodation cancelled. 

	 
	 Country
	Travel stipend in Euro

	1
	Bosnia & Herzegovina 
	75 €

	2
	Croatia 
	90 €

	3
	Macedonia
	30 €

	4
	Montenegro
	40 €

	5
	Serbia 
	30 €

	6
	Moldova 
	100 €

	7
	Romania
	 100 €

	8
	Bulgaria
	 100 €

	9
	Turkey
	 100 €

	10
	Cyprus
	 100 €

	11
	Greece
	 100 €

	12
	Slovenia 
	 100 €


3.3. International Students from Western Europe and beyond 

· 25 participants from other countries than those listed above are welcome to participate but have to cover the cost of participation, i.e. travel, accommodation and food, themselves. However, they will not be charged a tuition fee. For these participants, accommodation is provided at a modest price for the entire duration of the MWU.

4. Practical Information

Participants are expected to arrive 3 days before the start of their course and leave 1 day after their course has ended. If this causes problems in your travel schedule, please inform us in advance.

4.1. Travel 

When travelling to Kosovska Mitrovica, there are several options:  

	From Belgrade
	6-7 hour bus trip

	From Pristina
	1 hour trip

	From Skopje
	3 hour trip

	From Nis
	3-5 hour bus trip


For more travel information, please contact the MWU team. 

4.2. Travel Documents

Participants themselves are responsible for acquiring correct travel documents. Please contact your Foreign Ministry for further information with regard to travel documents.

4.3. Accommodation

The following information applies concerning accommodation during the MWU: 

· Housing arrangements for all participants who do not live in Kosovska Mitrovica will be made by organisation team. 

· Accommodation will be arranged to cover the time of your course, plus 3 days preceding and/or 1 day following your course period if necessary (depending on the dates of your arrival and departure). If you intend to arrive more than 3 days earlier or leave more than 1 day later, please inform us in a timely manner.

· For students who receive a scholarship (see below) accommodation is free of charge. Those who do not receive the scholarship will have to pay for the accommodation themselves. The price of the accommodation and food has not been determined yet but is expected to be between 60 – 80 Euros per week and will be announced on the MWU websites. 

· Each participant will receive further information on his/ her stay in Kosovska Mitrovica prior to departure and an information package upon arrival in Kosovska Mitrovica.

4.4. Insurance

The MWU organisation does not cover costs for (additional health or travel) insurances. The MWU organisation has no obligations concerning social and/or health insurance and cannot be held responsible for loss of personal goods, for accidents or injuries during and outside the activities related to the Mitrovica Winter University. Please check the validity of your health and travel insurance.
5. Local Conditions in Kosovska Mitrovica
5.1. Safety

The situation in Kosovska Mitrovica remains relatively stable. If there is to be reason for concern, the MWU team will notify all participants in the MWU as best and as timely as possible.

5.2. Living conditions

Living conditions have normalised, but in certain fields they are not yet comparable with Western European standards. Especially water & electricity supplies are not optimal (see below). 

Basic local health care services in Kosovska Mitrovica are available; however, this might not be optimal in all fields. 

Therefore, students who are not in good health are recommended not to apply.

There is public transport available from Kosovska Mitrovica. 

There are many shops and supermarkets in Kosovska Mitrovica and most consumer goods will be available, though it might be difficult to find (expensive) luxury goods or specific technical supplies.

5.3. Living expenses

General living expenses are considerably lower than those in Western Europe. An indication of costs in Kosovska Mitrovica:

	Lunch in simple restaurant
	2 - 5 Euro

	Sandwich in bakery
	1.5 – 2.5 Euro

	Dinner in restaurant
	7 - 15 Euro

	Bus ticket Kosovska Mitrovica - Belgrade (7 hours) 
	11 - 13 Euro

	Bus ticket Kosovska Mitrovica - Pristina (1 hour)
	2 Euro

	Taxi in Kosovska Mitrovica
	Not more than 1 Euro. 


5.4. Climate & environment

Winters are very cold in Kosovska Mitrovica. During the winter the temperature is between -2 to 5 degrees Celsius. Evenings and nights can become much colder, and extra clothing is needed. 

5.5. Water & electricity

It is advised to drink bottled mineral water instead of tap water. Although many people drink tap water, its quality cannot be guaranteed. Problems with the water supplies occur regularly. During certain hours of the day (mostly in the evenings and night, e.g. 19:00h/22:00 - 06:00h), no tap water will be available. However, many apartments and hotels are now equipped with a water tank.

In Kosovska Mitrovica, 220V power outlets are used. There are frequent electricity supply problems and power cuts. Even though the power cuts are becoming less and less frequent in Kosovska Mitrovica, they still occur.

The water & electricity supply is beyond the control of the organization. Please, note that the possible lack of electricity and water can affect your daily life and work. 

However, university facilities, many shops, offices, hotels and houses have electricity generators.

5.6. Currency

In Kosovska Mitrovica people normally use Dinar (RSD), a Serbian currency. The Euro is also accepted in the North, but very often you will receive your change in Dinars. At the time of writing, one 1 euro equals 113 RSD (approximately). In south part of Kosovska Mitrovica, only Euros are used and Dinars are not accepted. The use of credit cards as a form of payment is only possible in few occasions. Bank cash-withdrawals are possible. ATMs can be found in the Pro Credit Bank and Raiffeisen Bank in north and south parts of Kosovska Mitrovica and Visa, MasterCard and Maestro are accepted.

5.7. Communications

Postal services work well in north and south part of Kosovska Mitrovica. Regarding telephones, there are mobile telephone networks available; however, this is depending on your network provider (roaming). There are internet facilities available in Kosovska Mitrovica, which costs approximately 0.50 up to 1 Euro per hour.

6. Arrival in Kosovska Mitrovica
6.1. Registration

When you arrive in Kosovska Mitrovica, please note the following guidelines concerning registration:

· Proceed immediately to the helpdesk. The helpdesk location will be announced later.

· Upon arrival at the helpdesk, you will receive an information package consisting of a basic city map, an information booklet, your course schedule and an ID Card.

· For the creation of the ID-card, please bring two copies of your passport photo. The ID-card will contain personal information, and will serve as an important proof of participation of the MWU; this card should be carried with you at all times. 

6.2. Consular Information

Consular information will be made available upon arrival. 

7. Course Information

	For detailed, up-to-date information on the course programme, see our website:

www.mzu.pr.ac.rs


7.1. Class Size 

In each course, a total of 25 students will participate. This restricted number will ensure interactive participation and, therefore, the quality of the course. Each participant can take part in one course only.

7.2. Teaching schedule 

The MWU will be held from January 21st until February 1st 2013. All the courses last 10 teaching days i.e. two working weeks. There will be 4 to 6 class hours each day, including afternoon workshops. In general, courses will be scheduled in the mornings, starting at 9.00 AM. On the weekend, there will be no classes but time for recreational activities.

7.3. Language of instruction

· All courses will be instructed in English and for some courses there will be translation in Serbian. Public debates that are part of the MWU will equally be conducted in English. You are kindly requested to assist other participants that might have (language) difficulties when attending the class. 

· When making your application, you are asked to indicate the level of your understanding of the English language. Please answer this question honestly. If you indicate to speak English well, but during your participation in the programme it becomes clear that you do not, you will be removed from the class. All applicants studying at LOCAL STUDENTS will be tested on English proficiency prior to the start of the programme.

7.4. Teaching methods

Your course might be instructed in (a combination of) various ways. Work groups, lectures, discussions, presentations and fieldwork may be part of your course. In general, you should expect less traditional, more informal interaction between the professors and yourself. Highly interactive teaching methods that encourage critical thinking and promote open discussion are encouraged.

7.5. Examination

Professors are free to choose from a range of examination methods e.g. oral examination, written exam, presentation, paper, etc. Your professors will inform you on the specifics at the start of the course. 

7.6. Access to Internet 

There is a computer facility provided for all MWU students. You will be informed (on the map) about the location of the computer facility. Also internet is available at internet-cafes in Kosovska Mitrovica. 

7.7. Certificates & ECTS ratings

There are several important rules that apply to the attainment of ECTS ratings: 

· Participants who attend at least 80% of their classes and pass the appropriate assignments and examinations will receive a European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) compatible "Mitrovica Winter University Certificate". Students will be able to transfer ECTS credits from one institution to another. The course certificate will serve as the transcript of records.

· The number of ECTS credits is based on the average number of working hours spent by students on the course (input) and encompasses classroom hours, private study, fieldwork, and so on. All successful students will receive the same number of credits. The estimated number of study credits per course can be found under ‘Mitrovica Winter University 2013 > Courses’ on the www.mzu.pr.ac.rs 
· The grade given on the certificate indicates the success of the student as compared to other participants in the course. Grades indicating a successful completion of the course (a pass), with the percentage of successful students receiving this grade are: A (10%), B (25%), C (30%), D (25%) and E (10%). Students who have not met the requirements will not receive a certificate. 

· The European Credit Transfer System was designed by the European Commission with the principal aim of improving the quality of education. It facilitates student mobility, introduces flexibility within curricula and standardise student assessment in the institutions of higher education in the member states.

8. Extracurricular
8.1. Public Debates

Public debates are organised to foster academic discussion of current events and encourage debate among visiting professors, local academic staff, and students on issues raised at the MWU. MWU professors and other guest speakers will contribute to these. Attendance at the debates is not mandatory but strongly encouraged. The debates will be open to the public at large and attendance is free of charge. 

The public debates will take place in the afternoon hours. The speakers at each panel will consist of 2-4 experts. An independent moderator chairs the discussions. The forum begins with each panel member in turn giving a short introductory speech on the topic and their point of view. This should be followed by a discussion, first among the panel and later opened up to members of the audience, who may direct their questions/comments to one or more members of the panel. All questions and comments should be directed through the moderator, who is also able to pose questions to the panel. 

The debate programme will be published in the daily newspapers and announced in the Welcome Pack that participants receive upon arrival in Kosovska Mitrovica. More information about the topics, time and location of the debates will be provided in the Welcome Pack that all applicants receive upon arrival in Kosovska Mitrovica.
8.2. Excursions and Field Work 

During the MWU, a joint excursion and/or field trip will be organised for all courses of the same study area. Some courses will conduct additional excursions or fieldwork trips. Excursions and/or fieldwork will be scheduled in a way that is convenient for students and professors. Excursions and/or fieldwork are not restricted to class hours. 

8.3. Recreational Programme

To facilitate informal contacts, various social events will be organized for MWU participants and professors. These include an Opening Ceremony, week-end excursions, course lunches or dinners, parties, sports and other activities. 

9. MWU Correspondence

Student Parliament Office

Tel no: 00381 (0) 64 4521397

www.mzu.pr.ac.rs 
Dzona Kenedija Street, Student Dormitory IV Kosovska Mitrovica (north part)
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
E-mail address: mzu13@pr.ac.rs 
10. UNIVERSITY and STUDENT PARLIAMENT
The University of Pristina, temporary settled in Kosovska Mitrovica has the status of a state university, founded in 1970. The University comprises ten faculties in its whole complex. These are: Faculty of Philosophy, Faculty of Economics, Faculty of Medical Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Faculty of Law, Faculty of Science and Mathematics, Teachers Training Faculty, Faculty of Physical Education, Faculty of Technical Sciences, and Faculty of Arts. All study programmes that are organised and performed by the faculties, are modified according to the law of higher education and according to the European system of higher education.

The University is the most important institution for higher education, including scientific and art research, in this region. The University also plays a significant role when it comes to social and economic development. Since its foundation, the University and all its faculties have asserted considerable influence by means of higher education, scientific and art related research, and last but not least by being actively involved in local and regional development. Bearing these facts in mind, it is our primary mission to provide young and engaged people with general, expert, scientific and/or artistic knowledge and skills. This is at all times undertaken with respect to the rise of social demands, as well as the regional and national developments. Eager to accomplish this mission we have set ourselves, the University has defined a policy of constant improvement of the quality of teaching and the scientific and artistic education of youths, so that the material work conditions are given and the University and its faculties can continuously develop.

The Students Parliament is a body of the University that protects the students’ rights and defends their interests at the University. The Students’ Parliament:

· Chooses its representative in the University bodies;
· Improves and implements new kinds of work and student activities;
· Takes care about quality assurance, curriculum reform, analysing efficiency of studying, determining number of ECTS credits, improving student mobility, promoting scientific undertakings of students, improving of student’s standard, organizing all kinds of cultural, sports activities etc…
· Enabling international and inter-university cooperation.
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